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The purpose of this handbook is to provide brief information about the offering of
Cambridge Studies at Dainfern College so as to allow students to make an informed
decision about their school-leaving qualification.

At the heart of Dainfern College is a values-based, relevant and excellent education. We
believe in providing opportunities for all our High School students to grow and learn in an
environment of support, kindness, respect, discipline and compassion.
As a proud global Round Square school we share a strong underlying belief in learning
and the development of every student into a whole person - academically, physically,
culturally and spiritually, within the supportive environment of a caring school community.
As part of our holistic offer at the College, in addition to our excellent academic offering
we therefore also provide a wide variety of sports, cultural and service activities in which
our students can participate as well as an established and successful Leadership
Programme.

To be recognised as one of the leading educational institutions in the country.

“Dainfern

College develops skills for life required to unlock unique personal potential and
to nurture creative thinkers with confidence to become leaders – through the provision of
an innovative, relevant and quality education.”

Fortitude: Showing courage and resilience in the face of challenge.

Integrity: Being honest and showing strong moral principles.
Self-discipline: Correcting and regulating one’s own behaviour.
Humanity: Showing compassion and consideration for others.
Accountability: Taking responsibility for one’s own choices and actions.
Respect: Showing consideration for the feelings and rights of others.

We continually strive to be at the forefront of academic excellence and offerings, and are
committed to the provision of a world-class education, as our school motto “A world of
education … an education for the world” attests. Given the increasing globalisation of the
world, it is vital that we continually innovate and recognise the importance of
internationalism for our students.
After extensive research into international educational opportunities, we have therefore
made the decision to include Cambridge Assessment International Education in our
academic offering. This will give our students the option of an international qualification
that benchmarks us globally.

Cambridge Assessment International Education prepares students for life, helping
them develop an informed curiosity and a lasting passion for learning. It is part of the
University of Cambridge and the international, world-renowned qualifications offered are
recognised by the world’s best universities and employers, giving students a wide range of
options in their education and career. [http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/about-us/]
These five benefits lie at the heart of a Cambridge education:
International curriculum: Cambridge schools have the power to shape their
curriculum around how they want their students to learn
Teaching and learning: Cambridge programmes support the development of
students who are confident, responsible, reflective, innovative and engaged
Assessment: This not only proves what students are learning but also
suggests how they can improve their understanding and skills
International recognition: Students can be confident that their qualifications are
understood and valued internationally
Global community: The Cambridge learning community comprises more than
10 000 schools in 160 countries across the world.
[http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/images/417448-overview-brochure.pdf]
Cambridge believes that education works best when curriculum, teaching, learning and
assessment are closely aligned. Their programmes develop deep knowledge, conceptual
understanding and higher-order thinking skills to stretch, challenge and inspire students of
all abilities. Cambridge reflects the latest thinking in each subject area, drawn from expert
international research and consultation with schools and other stakeholders.

Their global community benefits from qualifications that are recognised by employers and
universities worldwide.
[http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/images/417448-overview-brochure.pdf]
Through the introduction of Cambridge Studies at Dainfern College, we hope to provide
our students with a global passport to international success, one that will provide them
with a competitive advantage in whatever field of study they may choose.

In their literature, Cambridge identifies five
‘Cambridge learner attributes’ - those highly desirable
habits in learning that represent a combination of
values, attitudes, motivation, empathy, knowledge
and skills. These attributes are based on selfawareness and an understanding of the processes of
learning and teaching, not just the outcomes.
Cambridge recognises that in order to complete
Cambridge qualifications and be successful in higher
education and the modern world of work, learners
need to demonstrate these habits in learning. They
are compatible with other classifications of ‘21st
century skills’

[http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/images/271189-the-cambridge-learner-and-teacher-attributes.pdf]

For Cambridge International, active learning fosters understanding, rather than rote
learning. Students can apply this understanding to diverse contexts and problems. Active
learning fosters students’ learning and their autonomy, giving them greater involvement
and control over their studies and giving them skills for lifelong learning. Students are also
better able to revise for examinations, because they already understand the ideas.
Cambridge programmes not only develop and assess retention of knowledge, they ask
learners to draw on their understanding in order to analyse, evaluate and synthesise
ideas.
[http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/images/271189-the-cambridge-learner-andteacher-attributes.pdf]

One of the benefits of Cambridge Studies is the fact that students can choose the subjects
they wish to complete in their A2 year. This suits students who know what they want to
study and the vocation they wish to follow, as it allows them to choose subjects that best
suit their specific academic tertiary programme.
“The flexibility to choose subjects gives students building blocks to build an individualised
curriculum that develops their knowledge, understanding and skills through:


In-depth subject content



Independent thinking



Applying knowledge and understanding to new as well as familiar situations



Handling and evaluating different types of information source



Thinking logically and presenting ordered and coherent arguments



Making judgements, recommendations and decisions



Presenting reasoned explanations, understanding implications and
communicating them clearly and logically.”

[http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridgeadvanced/cambridge-international-as-and-a-levels/curriculum/]

The A-level syllabus incorporates focused, in-depth and rigorous curricula and is thus best
suited to the academically strong student who can work independently, has a proactive,
self-driven disposition and is committed to daily, extensive academic application.
A Levels are recognised for entrance into South African universities too, and A-Level
applicants score highly on the university entrance Admission Points Scores.

At the end of their AS and A2 years, Cambridge Studies students will write external
examinations set by Cambridge Assessment International Education. It is important to
understand that internal assessments, projects and assignments completed throughout
the year do NOT form part of the final mark - the mark attained in the external examination
is the mark that will be reflected on their transcript. This system therefore suits students
who cope well under exam conditions and are confident in their ability to be assessed in
one exam session on the content of a year-long curriculum.

Students wishing to enter the Cambridge Studies programme need the following minimum
achievements at the end of Grade 10:


A minimum of 65% in English, Mathematics and subjects they wish to follow for
an AS qualification.



60% in the first additional language (Afrikaans or isiZulu).

To continue a subject to A2:


A minimum of 60% for that subject in the AS exam session is highly
recommended.

In the High School at Dainfern College, we currently follow the South African education
system that leads to the IEB National Senior Certificate as the exit examination at the end
of Grade 12.
After extensive research, the decision has been made to expand our academic offering
from 2019 to offer Cambridge Studies as a parallel academic programme from Grade 11.
This means that our Grade 11 students may elect either to continue with the IEB
programme and write the NSC at the end of Grade 12, or to start Cambridge Studies in
their Grade 11 year and leave school with Cambridge International A Levels.

Cambridge Studies will be offered in Grades 11 and 12 where students will study in
parallel with our existing Grade 11 and 12 IEB classes.

Cambridge International AS Level is a one-year course, while A Level is a two-year
course. Subjects can be started as an AS level and then extended to an A Level through
the completion of a second year called A2.
This means that in Grade 11 students will take subjects at AS Level and write external
examinations at the end of Grade 11. They then proceed to Grade 12, for their A2 year, at
the end of which they again write external examinations. The Grade 11 and Grade 12
programme together make up the A-level programme.

Students take the Cambridge International AS Level in Year 1 and
in Year 2 they complete the Cambridge International A Level.

Cambridge International AS Level
(AS is the first half of A Level)

Cambridge International A Level
(Remainder of A Level)

No. Like any visionary service provider seeking to add a quality product to its offering, we
are just expanding our existing offer with another academic option. We firmly believe that
both systems have their advantages and offer significant but different benefits to our
students.

A student enrolled in Cambridge Studies will form part of the Dainfern College student
body and family.
Cambridge Studies students will wear the Dainfern College school uniform, belong to one
of our three Houses - Griffin, Kraken and Phoenix - as well as be able to participate in our
rich extracurricular offerings and Leadership Programme. They will also follow the Code of
Conduct and their successes will be recognised under the school’s Colours Policy.
A Cambridge Studies student will still benefit from the College’s holistic developmental
approach to education. We recognise the importance of developing every student’s
intellectual, emotional, social, physical, artistic, creative and spiritual potential and the
Cambridge Studies student will be able to partake in all the College’s offerings. The only
difference will be the academic programme that they will follow.

Students all over the world use Cambridge International AS and A Levels to gain places at
leading international universities. Over 1 400 universities recognise this qualification and
in places such as the United States, Canada and South Africa, good grades in carefully
chosen Cambridge International A Level subjects can result in up to one year of university
course accreditation.
[https://help.cambridgeinternational.org/hc/en-gb/articles/115004302785-Where-areCambridge-International-AS-A-Levels-accepted-and-recognised-]
Because South African universities allocate points for each subject taken, the more
subjects a student chooses to do, the higher their AP score. However, it is more desirable
to have 85% for three A2 subjects rather than 70% for three A2 subjects and a fourth AS
subject..
Various combinations of IGCSE, AS and A Levels will give students exemption for entry to
South African public universities. To comply with the requirements of our local universities’
entrance requirements, South African students have to have English and Mathematics at
a minimum of AS Level and a second language at IGCSE level. (Students with official
immigrant status are exempt from the second language requirement.)
Students therefore have to select one subject from Group 1, Group 2 and Group 3 in the
table below and then have the choice of two or three subjects from Group 4. Cambridge
Studies at Dainfern College currently incorporates the following subject offering:

Group 1

Group 2

Group 3

English
Language

Afrikaans
(IGCSE)

Mathematics

isiZulu
(IGCSE)

Group 4
Biology
Chemistry
Physics
Geography
History

All Dainfern College students will study five or six subjects in their AS year, including
English Language, Mathematics and a second language (either Afrikaans or isiZulu) in
order to comply with the matric exemption requirements of our local universities.
In their A2 year, students will then select three of their AS subjects to continue in Grade
12, thereby attaining an A-Level qualification at the end of the two-year programme. They
may, should they choose to, select an additional AS subject in their second year as well.

To comply with the requirements of our local universities’ entrance requirements, students
in Grade 11 will take English Language (AS), a second language (IGCSE), Mathematics
(AS) and two or three AS subjects of their choice.
The following Cambridge Studies subjects are offered at Dainfern College in the Grade 11
AS year:

Group 1
English
Language

Group 2

Group 3

Afrikaans Mathematics
(IGCSE)
OR
isiZulu
(IGCSE)

Elective 1

Elective 2

Elective 3

Biology

Biology

Biology

Chemistry

Chemistry

Chemistry

Physics

Physics

Physics

Geography

Geography

Geography

History

History

History

In Grade 12, students now select three of their Grade 11 AS subjects to study in their A2
year. Unlike the IEB system, these subjects now do not need to include English,
Mathematics and a second language. However, Mathematics and English Language may
be chosen as elective subjects for further study. In addition, students may, if they choose,
study a further AS subject in this year.
Note that because the second language (Afrikaans and isiZulu) is written at IGCSE level,
this cannot be continued in the A2 year as AS is required.
For our 2019 intake of students, the following subject options will be available in their
2020 A2 year, depending on which subjects they have completed in their AS year:

Elective 1

Elective 2

Elective 3

(Must have completed (Must have completed (Must have completed
AS Level)
AS Level)
AS Level)
Biology

Biology

Biology

Chemistry

Chemistry

Chemistry

Physics

Physics

Physics

Mathematics

Mathematics

Mathematics

English Language

English Language

English Language

Geography

Geography

Geography

History

History

History

Below is a brief description of the prescribed and elective subjects on offer at Dainfern
College, taken from the Cambridge Assessment International Education website.
[http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridgeadvanced/cambridge-international-as-and-a-levels/subjects/]

Cambridge International AS and A Level English Language (9093)
Cambridge International AS and A Level English Language gives learners the opportunity
to study the English language and its use in contemporary communication. It aims to
encourage a critical response to texts in a range of forms, styles and contexts, and to
promote skills of communication, reading, research and analysis.
Through their study, learners will develop an ability to read and analyse material, gaining
further knowledge and understanding of English language features and issues, and writing
clearly, accurately, creatively and effectively for different purposes and audiences.

Cambridge IGCSE Afrikaans - Second Language (0548) OR
Cambridge IGCSE IsiZulu - Second Language (0531)
Cambridge IGCSE Second Language Afrikaans and Second language IsiZulu are both
designed for learners who already have a working knowledge of the applicable language
and who want to consolidate their understanding in order to progress in their academic or
professional career.
The qualifications reflect the widespread use of both Afrikaans and isiZulu in education
and commerce, and also in entertainment, throughout Southern Africa. Through their
studies, learners discover how to use Afrikaans or isiZulu effectively in the type of
situations, and Afrikaans- and isiZulu-speaking environments, they will encounter in their
daily lives. The aim is to achieve a level of practical communication ideal for everyday
use, which can also form the basis for further, more in-depth language study.

Cambridge International AS and A Level Mathematics (9709)
Cambridge International A Level Mathematics develops a set of transferable skills. These
include the skill of working with mathematical information as well as the ability to think
logically and independently, consider accuracy, model situations mathematically, analyse
results and reflect on findings. Learners can apply these skills across a wide range of
subjects and these skills equip them well for progression to higher education or directly
into employment.

Cambridge International AS and A Level Biology (9700)
The Cambridge International AS and A Level Biology syllabus includes the main
theoretical concepts that are fundamental to the subject, a section on some current
applications of biology, and a strong emphasis on advanced practical skills. Practical skills
are assessed in a timetabled practical examination.
The emphasis throughout is on the understanding of concepts and the application of
biology ideas in novel contexts as well as on the acquisition of knowledge. The course
encourages creative thinking and problem-solving skills that are transferable to any future
career path.
Cambridge International AS and A Level Biology is ideal for learners who want to study
biology or a wide variety of related subjects at university or to follow a career in science.

Cambridge International AS and A Level Chemistry (9701)
The Cambridge International AS and A Level syllabus includes the main theoretical
concepts that are fundamental to the subject, a section on some current applications of
chemistry, and a strong emphasis on advanced practical skills. Practical skills are
assessed in a timetabled practical examination.
The emphasis throughout is on the understanding of concepts and the application of
chemistry ideas in novel contexts as well as on the acquisition of knowledge. The course
encourages creative thinking and problem-solving skills that are transferable to any future
career path.
Cambridge International AS and A Level Chemistry is ideal for learners who want to study
chemistry or a wide variety of related subjects at university or to follow a career in science.

Cambridge International AS and A Level Physics (9702)
The Cambridge International AS and A Level Physics syllabus includes the main
theoretical concepts that are fundamental to the subject, a section on some current
applications of physics, and a strong emphasis on advanced practical skills. Practical
skills are assessed in a timetabled practical examination.
The emphasis throughout is on the understanding of concepts and the application of
physics ideas in novel contexts as well as on the acquisition of knowledge. The course
encourages creative thinking and problem-solving skills that are transferable to any future
career path.
Cambridge International AS and A Level Physics is ideal for learners who want to study
physics or a wide variety of related subjects at university or to follow a career in science.

Cambridge International AS and A Level Geography (9696)
The Geography syllabus widens students’ knowledge and understanding of the subject,
while developing their investigative abilities and their evaluation and decision-making
skills.

The syllabus is wide ranging and comprises a variety of options. For example, learners
can study topics such as hydrology and fluvial geomorphology, atmosphere and weather,
rocks and weathering, population change and settlement dynamics. The syllabus
considers a range of environments, from tropical to arid, and learners can also study
subjects such as environmental management, global interdependence and economic
transition.

Cambridge International AS and A Level History (9389)
Cambridge International AS and A Level History is a flexible and wide-ranging syllabus
covering modern history in the 19th and 20th Centuries. The syllabus develops lifelong
skills including understanding issues and themes within a historical period.
The emphasis is again on both historical knowledge and on the skills required for
historical research. Learners develop an understanding of cause and effect, continuity and
change, similarity and difference, and use historical evidence as part of their studies.



At AS learners can select from topics on European, American or International
history.
At A Level learners can select from topics on European, American, African,
Southeast Asian and International history.

Teachers choose which periods of history to focus on, allowing them to build a course that
reflects their learners' interests and staff specialisms, or that is relevant to the local or
regional context.

This programme is headed up by Ms Joulia Karamichael, Director of Cambridge Studies
at Dainfern College. She is ably supported by Mrs Karen Cosh, Deputy Principal:
Academics in the High School, and Mr Matthew Davies, College Principal, both of whom
have been instrumental in the establishment of Cambridge Studies at Dainfern College
after carrying out detailed investigation and research for several years.

Joulia Karamichael is a passionate educator who believes in
empowering young people through the development of
fundamental characteristics, both intrinsic and extrinsic, to enable
them to leave school with the confidence and the necessary tools
to succeed.
Raised in Johannesburg, schooled at Edenglen High and with
degrees from the University of the Witwatersrand and Rand
Afrikaans University, Ms Karamichael has taught at both
government and independent schools during her 25-year
education career.
Ms Karamichael joined Dainfern College from St Alban’s College
in January 2015 as the Head of Accounting. In May that same year she was appointed
Griffin House Director for Grade 8s & 9s, later moving to the seniors in Grades 10-12. In
May 2016 she was appointed as Head of Commerce, overseeing Economic Management
Sciences, Business Studies and Accounting.
Within the IEB system, Ms Karamichael has been a prominent figure in her subject as part
of a cluster and the matric marking panel and was a presenter at the most recent subject
conference.
A dynamic, forward-thinking educator with excellent organisation and coordination skills,
Ms Karamichael is excited about the new opportunities presented by the introduction of
Cambridge Studies and strongly believes that this new programme will add considerable
value to the Dainfern College educational offer, giving students a real advantage both in
South Africa and on the international stage.

The tuition fee for Grade 11 students in 2020 will be exactly the same, irrespective of
whether the IEB or Cambridge Studies option is being followed. This is expected to be in
the region of R135 000.
The exam fees for the AS external examinations written at the end of the year will be for
the parents’ account, over and above the tuition fees. This will be in the region of R6000,
depending on the number of exams written and the exchange rate at the time, as the fees
are set in pound sterling.
Uniforms, textbooks, outings, camps and tours etc would be additional costs.



21 June 2019

Application for Cambridge Studies: Submission of
enrolment form plus two options of subject electives
and payment of deposit.



30 September 2019

Final subject selection



15 January 2020

Academic year commences

For general queries about Cambridge Studies or enrolment at Dainfern
College:


cambridge@dainferncollege.co.za

To contact Director of Cambridge Studies, Ms Joulia Karamichael:


jkaramichael@dainferncollege.co.za

1.

How does Cambridge assessment differ from IEB?
Due to the depth of the content covered in each subject, assessments are done
through a series of examination papers covering the entire year’s content in AS and
in A2. Questions require knowledge and understanding of the subject as a whole.
The final result for each subject is based purely on the mark achieved in the year-end
examination and no course work is included.

2.

Can I take a Cambridge subject while doing an IEB matric?
It is not possible to mix assessment bodies.

3.

Why do I have to take English, Mathematics and a second language if I am
doing Cambridge Studies?
South African university candidates who have not followed the usual South African
schooling system need to qualify for a Certificate of Exemption. In order to do so,
irrespective of the examining body under which they write, they have to have
completed English, Mathematics and a second language.

4.

Why do candidates have to do English at AS level (Group 1), a second
language at IGCSE level (Group 2) and Mathematics at AS Level (Group 3)?
Students need to offer a subject from each of these groups to meet the requirements
of the Certificate of Exemption. University entry requirements also play a part: the
University of the Witwatersrand, for example, requires English at IGCSE Level as a
minimum, while the University of Pretoria requires English at AS Level. Dainfern
College is offering these three subjects at the levels outlined above so that students
have the option of continuing with English or Mathematics for A Level. Requirements
for the Certificate of Exemption and university entry may differ and students are
advised to do the necessary research before choosing their electives.

5.

If a student registers for a particular subject and doesn’t enjoy it, is it possible
to change? What are the financial and other implications of this?
There are no restrictions on changing or opting out of a subject before the entry for
the examination is completed. It could be challenging to catch up the new subject
syllabus, however, and it would therefore be wise to ensure as far as possible a
candidate’s suitability and commitment to the A Levels selected.

Once the examination entry has been submitted, a full refund can only be made if the
candidate withdraws before the final entry deadline for that exam series is published.

6.

If a student starts the Cambridge Studies programme but doesn’t enjoy it, is it
possible to go back to the IEB system?
Cambridge students may revert back to the Grade 11 IEB classes but need to make
this decision by half term in Term 1 2019 to ensure there is sufficient time to catch up
on IEB content missed.

7. What is the minimum suggested mark attainment at an AS level to continue with
that subject in A2?
It is highly recommended that a minimum of 60% for AS Level is attained for subjects
that a student wishes to study in A2, due to the rigour of both content and skill
required.
8. What happens if I do not attain the minimum required mark at an AS level?
Students who find they struggle with the Cambridge course can still complete a school
-leaving qualification with a combination of AS levels and one IGCSE (second
language) and have up to two years to achieve this.
9. Why is Dainfern College following the AS + A2 route rather than the two-year ALevel programme where all relevant exams are written at the end of the second
year?
The staged assessment approach allows students to write off some of the exams
required at the end of Grade 11. It also gives students more flexibility of choice as to
what subjects to select for their A2 year.
10. Can I apply for concessions?
Yes, should you require a concession, Cambridge Assessment will review your
application and grant the relevant concessions based on needs identified.
11. Will Cambridge examination results be released in time for local university
enrolment?
Yes, results are released by 10 January every year at the latest.

12. What is the minimum university entrance requirement with a Cambridge
qualification?
Students qualify for a South African university entrance with a minimum of a D
symbol in four AS subjects and a C symbol in one ICGSE subject. However, as with
IEB, the minimum requirement seldom guarantees a place at a university.
13. Why do I need to complete the A2 year of Cambridge Studies if I can get into
university with AS Levels?
Completing Cambridge Studies with three A level subjects gives students a
significant competitive advantage over other applicants as universities take
cognisance of both the depth and breadth of subject knowledge and assign higher AP
scores for A Levels. In some instances, certain universities grant exemption of a first
year university course for a good A Level achievement
14. If students are planning to study overseas are there any prescribed subjects
that they need to take?
Students interested in studying overseas need to ensure they meet the specific
university or programme entry requirements as entry requirements differ greatly
between institutions and programmes. A good source of information for entry
requirements for UK institutions is UCAS (www.ucas.org.uk).
(The Group 1-4 requirements listed in this booklet are for a South African Certificate
of Exemption.)
15. What A Level subject combinations are preferred by universities for careers in
Engineering, Medicine, Actuarial Sciences and Chartered Accounting?
This is programme and university specific and students are advised to do the
necessary research to ensure they have met the relevant criteria for their preferred
tertiary study option by consulting the relevant universities or admission bodies such
as UCAS above.

