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College news

Please support our College Outreach initiatives!

EASTER
66 PRIVE .

\{ o Please donate Easter eggs for our partner
schools by 1 April 2025

Drop-off points:
Ms Ngcobo's JP Classroom | SP to hand eggs to their Class Teacher (Gr 4&5) or Mentor (Gr 6&7)
Mrs Steedman’s HS Classroom (Donate 36 eggs and receive 2 Outreach hours)

|
DAINFERN \\‘
College

»DO

1 Colour Spray - R20

Multiple Colours - R50 Multiple Colours - R50 Civvies | Halrspray | Shave

All for R50




College news

DAINFERN COLLEGE

PROUDLY PRESENTS DAINFERN
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SEE HOW THEYy

A 1 -
A FARCE

BY PHILIP KING

13 & 14 MARCH 2025

13 MARCH, 18H0O / 14 MARCH 19HOO
TICKETS AVAILABLE ON QUICKET FOR R85 AT WWW.QUICKET.CO.ZA
THIS AMATEUR PRODUCTION OF “SEE HOW THEY RUN!” IS PRESENTED BY ARRANGEMENT WITH

CONCORD THEATRICALS LTD. ON BEHALF OF SAMUEL FRENCH LTD.
WWW.CONCORDTHEATRICALS.CO.UK

ILLUSTRATION CREDIT:
HTTP://WWW.IBANBARRENETXEA.COM/PICTURE/20449




Junior Prep News

Dear Dainfern College Community

| hope that your Half-term break with your
family was restful and enjoyable.

As a school that values reading and the endless
benefits of a good book, it has been a pleasure
to experience the genuine excitement and love
for reading that our Junior Prep students
possess.

The last couple of weeks have seen our young
readers enjoying several reading-focused
events, including Book Character Dress-up Day
and a celebratory reading assembly, to name a
few. Our young readers, parents and teachers
also enjoyed coming together to celebrate
World Read Aloud Day with our Grade 1s
picnicking and reading for the ‘Evening under
the Stars’ event.

The staff and young students at Witkoppen
school were delighted to spend their morning
with our students on our campus, to be read to
by their peers and Grade 10 Dainfern College
students. | am able to feed back to you, our
community, that the staff and young students at
Witkoppen School were delighted to receive
their very own reading book and hand-made
bookmark. Many students spent playtime with
their reading books in hand, reluctant to set
them down.

Thank you, most sincerely, for your generous
donations of books to ensure that the students
at Witkoppen School did not leave empty
handed. The children returned to their buses
after a full morning of reading, playtime and
sharing of sandwiches. Collectively, it was a very
special experience for the students and their
teachers.

DATES TO DIARISE

CHANGE TO THE CALENDAR

Please note a change to the time of the Grade 2
Showecase:

The Showcase will be staged at 08h30 instead
of 17h00 on 28 March. We look forward to a
beautiful display of Grade 2 talent and fun.

IN THE SPOTLIGHT: THESE 10 THINGS...

This week we introduce you to our new Junior
Preparatory IT teacher, Mr Bongani Sabisa. Mr
Sabisa has taken over from Mrs Webb and we
are excited to see what he brings to this
innovative space.

Nicky Jansen van Vuuren
Principal: Dainfern College Junior Preparatory




“The question isn’t who is going to let
me, it’s who is going to stop me?” -
Ayn Rand

My upbringing.

Cooking and watching crime movies
on Netflix.

A packet of chips.

| would say physics - or science as a
whole.

Exeriencing poverty again.

A pair of shoes and a T-shirt.

Yes - | can sing.

| think | would be a journalist or a film
director.

To continue building healthy
relationships and never burning
bridges with people | meet along my
journey. Also, to remain humble and
keep in mind that “Umuntu ngumuntu
ngabantu”.



Extramural update

FROM THE SPORTS DESK

We have had a lot of inclement weather, which,
coupled with tours, has resulted in a slow couple
of weeks of sport in terms of results. From 13
February through to Half Term we were unable
to complete any of our weekday fixtures in
Tennis or Cricket.

Please remember that we transition across to
our Autumn extramural programme on 10 March.
Please note that the Soccer boys must come to
practice with shinpads and that this is a
compulsory item to be worn by all Soccer
players.

SWIMMING
14 February

1 A team @Grayston: No results forthcoming
from the host school

1 B team @Dainfern: 2nd out of four schools

M C team @ Broadacres: 2nd

Russell Munroe
Head of Sport & Extramurals: Preparatory
School

MUSIC

Our Grade 3 students are having a blast with
their new Music programme where they get to
learn to play different musical instruments.

Throughout the year, every Grade 3 student will
learn to play the ukulele and a variety of Orff
instruments like xylophones and glockenspiels.

The ukulele students have reported that they are
really enjoying their time with these instruments,
though they have occasionally mentioned some
sore fingers - learning to press those strings
takes a little time!

We would love our Grade 3 parents to join us for
the last Music lesson of the term to see first-
hand what the children have been working on.
Please diarise this now:

Date: Thursday, 3 April 2025
Times:
1 08h45-09h15: Grade 3K
M 10h15-10h45: Grade 3C
1 11h15-11h45: Grade 3M
M1 12h30-13h00: Grade 3F

Elsa Venter
Head of Music: Junior Preparatory




Senior Prep News

Dear Parents

Welcome back after our Half-term break. | hope
that you were able to enjoy some ‘downtime’
with your children, outside of the normal home
routine.

The second half of the term will continue to be
busy as so much needs to be accomplished in the
next six weeks before we close for the April
holidays. Parents are requested to minimise
student absence from the academic programme
as this impacts negatively on assessments,
completion of academic activities, and
preparation for the student-led conferences. The
Prep School Autumn Extramural programme
commences on 10 March - details of the
programme are available on the Dainfern College
app.

GRADE 6 & 7 CAMPS

The annual Grade 6 and Grade 7 Camps were
held last week. As a member of the Round
Square organisation, Dainfern College views our
camps as an important part of experiential
learning outside of the classroom that is key to
each student’s development in a variety of ways
that cannot be replicated in a classroom
environment. Round Square schools are
characterised by a shared belief in an approach
to education built around six themes of
Internationalism, Democracy, Environmentalism,
Adventure, Leadership and Service, referred to as
the IDEALS, that are drawn from the theories of
the educationalist Kurt Hahn. The Round Square
IDEALS support schools in developing and
structuring holistic programmes that build
character, competencies and life skills in our
students. Our annual camps provide the optimal
vehicle to develop and enhance the above goals.

| had the opportunity to visit both camps, and it
was a wonderful opportunity to observe our
students in the outdoors, experiencing activities
that taught them many life skills in an unfamiliar
environment. Our students are to be
complimented on the positive way in which they
conducted themselves, and embraced the
programme with enthusiasm.

The staff are a key component to the wellbeing
of our students and their overall safety. My
appreciation is extended to our wonderful staff
who so willingly give of their personal time to
ensure that our students enjoy their camps to
their fullest. The responsibility that staff take on
can never be underestimated and | would like to
express my heartfelt gratitude to each one of
them for the time they sacrificed away from their
families to accompany our students on their
respective camps. A big thank you to Mrs Sandi
Tyson, who is responsible for ensuring that the
Senior Prep camps are of the highest quality and
safety standards, for the many hours that go into
the planning of our camps.

An overview of both camps can be found further
on in this newsletter.

CANSA SPRAYATHON

Please support the annual CANSA Sprayathon on
Friday, 7 March, to raise funds for the Cancer
Association.

1 Dress Code - PE kit

T Cost: R20 - one colour; R50 unlimited
colours

Ray van Gass
Principal: Dainfern College Senior Preparatory



From Monday, 19 February, to Wednesday, 21
February 2025, the Grade 6 students embarked
on an exciting camp at Zwartkloof, Bela Bela,
where they experienced an unforgettable
adventure filled with teamwork, resilience and
new friendships. Over the three days, the
students engaged in a variety of activities

designed to challenge them, encourage
collaboration, and create lasting memories.

Day 1: Settling In and Team Bonding

Day 3: Farewell and a Heroic Moment

The final morning was a bittersweet one. After
breakfast the students prepared for departure.
However, the day took an unexpected yet
inspiring turn when Mr Nel, one of the
accompanying staff members, heroically helped
save an injured buck. The students erupted in
applause, appreciating his kindness and bravery.
This moment became a defining memory of the
camp, reinforcing the values of compassion and
responsibility towards nature.

Throughout the camp, our Grade 6 students not
only enjoyed themselves but also learnt valuable
life skills. They discovered the importance of
resilience, problem solving, and collaboration.
Many new friendships were formed, and existing
bonds were strengthened.

A heartfelt thank you goes out to the dedicated
Grade 6 staff who accompanied the students,
ensuring their safety and making the experience
special. As the students departed, they carried
with them not just their belongings but also
invaluable lessons, cherished memories, and
strengthened friendships that will accompany
them throughout their school journey.



