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Junior Prep News

Dear Dainfern College Parents, Guardians & Staff

‘The Power of Yet’ has been an important focus
point in our Growth Mindset philosophy in the
Junior Prep. In this face-paced world filled with
instant gratification, children often say things
like:

T “lcan’t do this.”
T “ldon’t understand.”
T  “Pll never get it right.”

By adding the word yet, these fixed statements
are transformed into hopeful possibilities:

T “lcan’t do this... yet.”
T “ldon’t understand... yet.”
1 “I haven’t got it right... yet.”

That single word opens the door to
perseverance, resilience and confidence. It shifts
the focus from what feels impossible to what
can be achieved with time, effort and practice.

As parents and guardians, you can help
strengthen this mindset at home. When your
child feels frustrated, gently remind them to add
‘vet’ to their sentence. Celebrate their effort as
much as their achievements. Praise persistence,
not just results.

Children who embrace the power of yet are
more willing to take on challenges, are less
afraid of mistakes, and are more motivated to
keep trying. They learn that intelligence and
ability grow with effort, which is something far
more valuable than instant success.

With the power of yet, there are no closed
doors, only doors waiting to be opened.

Yours in education

Nicky Jansen van Vuuren
Principal: Dainfern College Junior Preparatory

IN THE SPOTLIGHT

This week we turn the spotlight on our new
Grade 3 teacher, Mrs Lauren Jones, who joined
the Junior Preparatory last term. She is actually
the second ‘Lauren Jones’ at the College, as our
Mathematical Literacy teacher in the High
School shares the same name!

Find out more about ‘our’ Mrs Jones on the
following page!

DATES TO DIARISE
22 & 23 Prep School Extramural

Sep

24 Sep
26 Sep
3 Oct

3 Oct
5 Oct
6 Oct

Photographs - formal uniform to be
worn

Public holiday: Heritage Day
Class Assembly: Gr 2A

International Teachers’ Day
Celebration

Class Assembly: Gr 2D
International Teachers’ Day

Changeover to Summer Extramural
Timetable




“But first and most importantly seek His
kingdom and His righteousness, and all
these things will be given to you also.” -
Matthew 6v3

Spending time at my gran’s house at the
beach in Glentana with all my cousins
and extended family. Spending time with
people | love is always my favourite thing
to do.

| always wanted to be a teacher,
missionary, and gymnastics coach: so far,
I’'ve been blessed to be all three!

Agent Double-0 Sting. I’ve braved two
jellyfish and three scorpion stings and
lived to tell the tale - no scars, but a few
good stories!

| can solve a Rubik’s Cube...my quickest
time was under two minutes!.

Watching a movie with a comfy hoodie,
yummy snacks and good company.

“The Faraway Tree” stories by Enid
Blyton, which sparked my love of reading.

If | could choose, neither - chocolate is
always my favourite go-to snack!

To keep living with purpose and saying
yes to God and to the calling of serving
others. | also hope to help young world-
changers see how powerful it is to show
up for others - that there’s no limit to
what they can do and that they can bring
light wherever they go.

“Defying Gravity” from the musical
‘Wicked’ — not only is it about letting go
of fear and limitations, but having been

a gymnast for 15 years, I’ve spent half my
life upside down, literally defying gravity!!
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1. Dainfern College - 815
2. The Kings’ College Bryanston - 658

3. American International School
Johannesburg - 218

4. Summerhill - 189

5. American International School Pretoria -
60

T U9 Boys: Won 2-0 & 2-0
On Thursday night, 18 September, we held our 1 U9 Girls: Won 7-0 & 5-0
first-ever Music Staff Candlelight Concert and it
was a huge success! Our talented Music staff
truly outdid themselves with their wonderful 1 U9 Boys: Won 3-0

performances.

. ) 1 U9 Girls: Won 5-0 & 4-0
A big thank you to everyone involved, to all who

attended, and especially to our amazing Music Russell Munroe
staff who generously volunteered to perform. Head of Sport & Extramurals: Prep School

It was definitely a night to remember!

Congratulations to the following students who
took part in the virtual Western Cape
Eisteddfod! We are incredibly proud of their
hard work, dedication, and outstanding
performances.

1 Silver (80-86%)

Grade 3: Mia Ropa - Violin
Grade 3: Amelia Visagie - Piano

Elsa Venter
Head of Music: Junior Preparatory



Senior Prep News

Dear Senior Prep Parents & Guardians

Celebrating Heritage Day with Our
Senior Prep Students

This year’'s Heritage Day celebration was a
wonderful occasion as our Senior Prep students
came together to explore and honour their
heritage, while also celebrating the
Internationalism aspect of the Round Square
IDEALS. The day was filled with creativity, culture
and fun as we embraced the richness of the
many traditions represented within our Dainfern
College community.

Our aim today was to go beyond simply wearing
civvies to school and rather to create a
meaningful experience for our students - one
that encouraged them to explore their own
heritage and share it with pride. By celebrating
our diversity, we honour the traditions, stories,
and values that have been passed down through
generations. This day was also an opportunity for
our students to develop a deeper appreciation of
each other’s backgrounds, fostering a sense of
belonging and respect within our school.

This is what our students enjoyed today:

1 Grades 4 & 5: Students participated in a
Mosaic of Cultures activity, virtually
“travelling” around the world to complete a
collaborative mosaic tile. They also enjoyed
heritage games on the field and a special
heritage-themed treat.

1 Grade 6: Students embarked on an
International Adventure Race around the
school. In small teams, they solved puzzles
and completed challenges that tested their
knowledge of countries, cultures, and
landmarks. Their adventure ended with a
picnic featuring snacks that represent their
family heritage.

1 Grade 7: Students got creative in the art
room, designing a personalised shoe or cap
that reflected their unique identity. They
then rolled up their sleeves to prepare their
very own bunny chow - a proudly South
African favourite!

To add to the festive spirit, all students were
encouraged to wear attire that celebrates their
heritage.

Our assembly also included a special
presentation by our Grade 7 First Additional
Language students, who shared insights on our
Heritage Day theme in isiZulu and Afrikaans.

This Round Square Heritage-themed day was a
wonderful celebration, enhanced by the
wonderful contributions from our students.
Thank you for your continued support in making



