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College News

InnovateEDU CONFERENCE

We were proud to recently host the
InnovateEDU Conference at Dainfern College - a
dynamic gathering of educators with local and
international thought leaders committed to
exploring the future of teaching and learning.
The event provided valuable insights into the
integration of technology in education,
showcased innovative classroom practices, and
reinforced our commitment to preparing
students for a rapidly evolving world.

A heartfelt thank you to Mr Anthony Egbers, our
Director of IT, and to Mrs Sandi Tyson and their
dedicated team for their outstanding
coordination and leadership in making the
conference such a success.

67 BLANKETS

Dainfern College has been a proud supporter of
the 67 Blankets for Nelson Mandela Day
initiative, both through our Mandela Day service
activities and through the College Knitwits, a
group of College staff, students, parents and ex-
parents who willingly contribute their time and
expertise to create wonderful blankets and
scarves for those in need. This initiative is run
under the auspices of the College Foundation,
coordinated by our Head of Advancement, Ms
Lindokuhle Maluleke.

We were delighted to receive the following
letter from the founder of the organisation, Mrs
Carolyn Steyn, following a most successful
Mother’s Day event at Dainfern Square:

| am writing to extend my sincerest
appreciation for your recent donation to 67
Blankets for Nelson Mandela Day for our
Mother’s Day activation at Dainfern Square.
Your generous support is truly invaluable to us,
and we cannot thank you enough for your
kindness. Thank you for making our KNITWITS
and Ambassadors sit in comfort and style
during this time. Much appreciated.

We firmly believe that every act of kindness, no
matter how small, has the power to create
positive change. By supporting 67 Blankets,
you are actively participating in our efforts to
make our community a better place, one stitch

at a time. We are immensely grateful for your
commitment and proud to have you as a
valuable supporter.

Once again, thank you for your incredible
contribution. Your support has made a lasting
impact, and we are excited to continue our
partnership in building a brighter and more
compassionate future for our community.

Carolyn Steyn
Founder of 67 Blankets for Nelson Mandela
Day

STAFFING UPDATE

We are so proud of
Miss Chevaun Barker,
our Media &
Communication Officer,
who completed her
Bachelor of
Administration from
Eduvos last year and
who has just
graduated. We wish her
continued success .

We also celebrate our
HR Manager, Ms
Patricia Mabilane, and
her husband, Rudzani,
who welcomed their
beautiful daughter,
Mufunwa, on 28 May.
We are delighted to
. hear that both mom
_3“ / and baby are doing

N W % “#  well, and we send our
N heartfelt blessings to
the family .
Lilly Shika

Acting HR Manager



Round Square Birthday

ROUND
SQUARE

GLOBAL CHALLENGE

This  vyear, Round Square International
challenged member schools to participate in a
global challenge on Round Square’s birthday,
Thursday, 5 June, to raise awareness and
funding for Round Square projects and bursary
programmes. All Round Square schools across
the globe were challenged to "circumnavigate
the globe" by collectively completing 40 074km
- that means each school must walk or run a
total of 160km.

DAIN 8

As part of this initiative our Grade 0-3 students
participated in the Big Walk Adventure this
morning, hosted by the Parents’ Association,
while students in Grade 4-11 took turns to walk
or run the course marked out on our Main Oval.

Well done to everyone who participated - we
will report back on the distance covered once all
the laps have been tallied.

Sonia Claassen
Head of Round Square
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Please join us on Friday, 27 June, as we celebrate
28 years of excellence in education.

PROGRAMME

08h00-09h00: Founders' Day Service - MPH
Guest Speaker: Mandy Wiener
09h30-10h00: Tea & refreshments
10h00-10h30: Registration and handout of wristbands
for the Fun Run
10h30-11h30: Colour Fun Run
11h30: College closes for Half Term

College
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Meet the Guest Speaker:
MANDY WIENER

Renowned journalist, author and broadcaster,
Mandy Wiener hosts the Midday Report on 702
and Cape Talk and writes a weekly EWN
column. With a career spanning investigative
reporting, legal journalism and bestselling
books - including Killing Kebble and The
Whistleblowers - Mandy is an award-winning
media icon.

We look forward to welcoming Mandy to
Dainfern College as the guest speaker at our
2025 Founders' Day Service.

College




High School News

IEB TECHWAYS Al HACKATHON

Dainfern College continues to excel in providing
students with opportunities to engage in real-
world learning experiences. One such initiative is
the annual IEB TechWays Al Hackathon - an

intensive, one-day competition designed to
challenge students to conceptualise and
prototype Al-based solutions for contemporary
issues. This event offers students valuable
exposure to collaborative problem-solving,
design thinking, and real-world application of
Artificial Intelligence (Al).

During the event, students work in teams to
identify a problem or opportunity in a designated
topic area, brainstorm innovative solutions, and
develop a working prototype. They are expected
to complete the full design cycle - from ideation
and research to final presentation - within a
single day. The projects are evaluated according
to a detailed rubric, and the top-performing

teams from both the Junior (Grades 6-8) and
Senior (Grades 9-12) categories are submitted
for national consideration.

Congratulations to Grade 8 students Omogolo
Ramabale, Nicholas Gait-Smith, Gabriella Sale,
Tumelo Moloi of Team The Final Four for
achieving 3rd place nationally in the Junior
category!

We are proud to present this year’'s High School
projects :

Junior Category (Grades 6-8)

Team The Final Four: Omogolo Ramabale,
Nicholas Gait-Smith, Gabriella Sale, Tumelo Moloi

Project: Al-Driven Borehole Placement

Team The Final Four designed a solution that
uses Al to identify the most effective locations
for borehole installation. Their system analyses
environmental and geographical data to improve
water access strategies in rural or under-serviced
areas.

OUR PROBLEM

Over 2.2 billion people lack access to safe drinking
water, and 4 billion face severe water scarcity yearly.
To combat this, Al is now used to detect boreholes by
analyzing satellite and geospatial data. This
breakthrough helps rural and poor communities tap
into underground water sources faster and more
efficiently, offering a lifeline to water-stressed
regions worldwide.

Senior Category (Grades 9-12)

Team Dinosaurs: Aphiwe Umusu, Daniel Yeh,
Christopher Gait-Smith, Oluwanifemi Adesanmi

Project: Al and Skills
Recommender

Internship Matcher

Graduate Internship Project Suggester

1. Your Preferences
Setect a e

Setect a Cry




High School News

This innovative solution allows users to create a
profile detailing their skills, academic
background, and location. The system uses Al to
match users with relevant internship
opportunities and suggests additional skills or
projects to improve their candidacy.

The Education Team: Ethan Nhira, Botlahle
Modiba, Julian Ernst, Rafael Ideler

Project: Al-Powered Translation Application

The Education Team designed an Al application
capable of translating between spoken languages
as well as sign language. Their project promotes
inclusivity and  accessibility by bridging
communication gaps across diverse linguistic
communities.

Quick Q

Team The Leaky Lads:
Turner-Wach,
Tshakhuma

Chris Strydom, Max
Julian Lee, Omphemetse

Project: Al-Based Water Leak Detection System

This team created a prototype that utilises
sensors and Al to detect leakages in water
supply systems. By monitoring changes in water
pressure, the system can identify and report
potential leaks, reducing waste and improving
infrastructure efficiency.

Technical Implementation

s
»

This code extrapolates the

respective pressure and water flow
amount from the sensors within the
pipes and detects if it is over 80 psi
and 10 liters per minute respectively.
If the sensor réadings exceed these
set.standard caps; it will output an .,
display text indicating an error ha${ 3

occurred

The Waiste Team: Mikhil Panday, Liam Hudson,
Anotida Musamba, Ishaan Maharaj

Project: Al Recycling Advisor

The Waiste Team explored the application of Al
in household waste management. Their solution
analyses different waste types and recommends
the most appropriate methods for recycling or
disposal, aiming to reduce environmental impact.

3bur Idea

WAIlste Not is a smart, Al-powered assistant that helps
everyday people reuse household water and waste safely,
easily, and sustainably

Whether it's leftover pasta water or a used plastic bottle, our
Al tells you if and how you can reuse it — for

s throw away reusable materials daily — often out
of confusion or lack of guidance. Urban areas waste valuable
water and materials while struggling with shortages,
overflowing bins, and environmental pressure.

Team ETTM: Matthew Vaughan, Elena Mavrak,
Tshepo Mampeule, Troy Flynn

Project: Al for Digital Safety and Learning
Accessibility

This team developed an application that bridges
the generational gap in technology usage. Their
prototype uses Al to create a personalised
learning experience focused on digital safety,
helping users of all ages recognise online scams
and navigate the Internet securely.

Potential impact of our solution.

Impact on the Impact on the

Impacts on

scams Impact on

communication
This help the elderly
keep in contact with
family and friends.

Christine Zeelie
Head of Adaptive Technology & Information
Technology



Subject Spotlight: EGD

Mr Jarrod Jones:
Head of Engineering Graphics & Design
(EGD)
I Bachelor of Education (UNISA)

I Bachelor of Education: Honours (University of the
Witwatersrand)

I'm Jarrod Jones — a proud husband, doting
father to a beautiful baby girl, and a lover of
the great outdoors. Whether I'm sketching a
camshaft mechanism or soaking up the stillness
of the bushveld at a game reserve, | find joy in
precision, creativity, and structure - the same
qualities that lie at the heart of Engineering
Graphics & Design (EGD).

At Dainfern College, EGD is so much more than
just lines on paper. It is a visual language of
innovation - one that equips students with the
tools to shape the world they live in. Whether
it's bridges or engines, architecture or
automation, EGD provides the technical fluency
to imagine, plan, and execute with excellence.

EGD teaches students how to think spatially,
solve real-world problems graphically, and
develop a meticulous eye for detail. Through
mastering CAD  design, isometric and
orthographic projections, solid geometry, and
the design process, students gain hands-on
exposure to the worlds of mechanical, civil, and
electrical technology.

Our approach is structured, outcomes-based,
and designed to meet the rigour of the IEB. But
more importantly, it’s personal. Each student’s
growth is intentionally supported - whether
through guided demonstration, peer
discussions, or after-school sessions in our
Growth Point academic support programme.

| teach this subject not just because | believe in
its relevance - but because I've seen how it
grows students into problem-solvers, designers
and thinkers. It’s a subject for the curious, the
creative, and the meticulous. It’s for those who
dream in 3D and want to leave their mark in
lines, shapes and ideas.
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Welcome to the blueprint of possibility.
Welcome to Engineering Graphics & Design.



https://www.smartdesignengineering.com/?lightbox=dataItem-iltaokkj
https://www.smartdesignengineering.com/?lightbox=dataItem-iltaokkj

Extramural update

DERBY DAY VS BEAULIEU COLLEGE

The second-to-last Derby Day for the 2025
Winter season takes place next week
Wednesday, 11 June, away at Beaulieu College.
While it was originally scheduled for next
Saturday, the change of date allows for the long
weekend to take place without sportuing
fixtures on the Saturday. Dainfern College will be
represented by our Boys’ and Girls’ Hockey,
Netball and 7s Rugby teams. Fixtures start at
14h30 - we will share the final programme as
soon as it has been received from Beaulieu
College.

STAFF ACHIEVEMENTS

Mrs Natalie Mullany
participated in  the
Tinman Sprint Duathlon
on 25 May, winning the
entire lady’s division,
and placing 9th overall.
This is a fantastic
achievement, and a
proud representation of
the Dainfern College
staff!

Our High School Head
of Sport, Mr Daniel
Ackerman, represented
the Gauteng Touch
[Rugby] Association
and competed in the
South African Touch
Rugby Nationals 2025
tournament a few
weeks ago. It was an
exceptionally busy but
very rewarding
tournament for him and
Gauteng as a whole.

Mr Ackerman was involved in the three Open
teams, playing for the Men’s Open, while being
the Assistant Coach for the Women’s Open team
and the Mixed Open team. He walked away with
two gold medals, for the Men’s and Women’s
teams, and a Bronze for the Mixed Open team.

CROSS COUNTRY

Congratulations to the following runners who
achieved top 25 places at the Northern District
League race meetings held at Delta Park on 23
May and at St Stithians College on 26 May.

Junior Girls: Erin Jade Oosthuizen 22nd; Jessica
Stoffberg 23rd

Junior Boys: Liam Morrison-Jones 2nd & 2nd;
Costa Ledwaba 14th & 7th; Sqalesihle Radebe
12th & 14th

Senior Girls: Svenja Reichenberger 12th & 11th;
Gabriella Giannini 18th & 18th; Yasmin Matsimbe
21st & 24th

Senior Boys: Christopher Gait-Smith 13th & 8th;
Liam Hudson 16th & 9th

Cross Country Inter-League (Team Final)
and Inter-District (Individual Final)
Championships

We are exceptionally proud of the following
team and individual athletes who have made it
through to the finals. This year we have had a
record number of runners who were selected to
participate in both the League and District
Championships.

2 June - Inter-League Northern District
(Team Final) at Pretoria Boys High School

Congratulations to our Junior Boys’ team of
Nathaniel Chimedza, Costa Ledwaba, Liam
Morrison-Jones & Sqgalesihle Radebe who will
proudly represent Dainfern College Cross
Country.

6 June - Inter-District (Individual Final) at
St Stithians College

We wish the following outstanding athletes all
the best: Liam Hudson (Cross Country captain),
Christopher Gait-Smith, Costa Ledwaba & Liam
Morrison-Jones.

What an amazing Cross-country season we have
had. We are looking forward to our Athletics
season in the third term where we will no doubt



