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College news

STAFFING UPDATE

New Business Director appointment

| am delighted to share the successful
conclusion of our recruitment process for the
position of Business Director. It gives me great
pleasure to announce the appointment of Ms
Yashmeetha Maharaj as the new Business
Director of the College, effective 1 April 2025. Ms
Maharaj brings with her a wealth of experience
gained from both the corporate and educational
sectors, including the University of
Johannesburg. She has held key roles such as
Finance Business Partner and Finance Director,
and progressed to Operations Head - Supply
Chain Management at the global pharmaceutical
company, Bayer.

Having earned her Chartered Accountant
qualification (SA) in 2008, Ms Maharaj has
demonstrated exceptional skill and dedication
throughout her career. We are thrilled to have
her join our team in a permanent capacity,
where she is eager to contribute to the College’s
growth and long-term success, and we are
confident that her expertise and enthusiasm will
make a meaningful impact in the College.

| would also like to take this opportunity to
express our heartfelt gratitude to acting
Business Director, Mr Myhan Naidoo, for his
unwavering support throughout this process.

Andrew Baker
Executive Head

High School staff

Mrs Natalie Mullany, who has been serving as
one of the two Divisional Managers on the High
School MANCO, will be stepping down from this
role at the end of this term. We thank her for the
positive contribution that she has made in this
role.

We are pleased to announce the appointment of
Mrs Nicole du Toit as the new Divisional
Manager. She will be joining the High School
management team from the start of Term 2.
Having served in the High School in various
leadership roles over many years, we are
confident that Mrs Du Toit will be an invaluable
addition to the High School MANCO.

We also say goodbye this week to Mrs Seema
Pithumbar, our temporary High School MANCO
Assistant. We extend our heartfelt thanks to Mrs
Pithumbar for her contribution and the impact
she has had in the time she has worked at the
College. Mr Meselaar Mahasa is now established
in this role in the High School.

Patricia Mabilane
HR Manager

INNOVATE EDU CONFERENCE - 23 & 24 MAY 2025

Dainfern College will be the proud host of the
2025 InnovateEDU Conference on 23 and 24
May this year. This two-day conference is
dedicated to inspiring teachers to go to the
next level in their teaching journey with
presentations by a world-class collection of
international education facilitators with
expertise in innovative pedagogy, STEAM
subjects, and ed tech.

With 400 delegates attending, there will be
no academic programme on Friday, 23 May,
and the school will effectively be closed.

This was communicated to all parents last
year, and has been in the live and term
calendars this year.

Parents are therefore reminded that they will
need to make arrangements to keep their
children at home on Friday, 23 May.

The InnovateEDU Conference is a wonderful
opportunity to showcase our College as a
leading centre of ed-tech excellence to
teachers and educators from across South
Africa.




High School News

Dear Parents, Guardians, Staff & Students

As we come to the end of a busy first term, |
have reflected on the many highlights we have
enjoyed. The High School students were very
busy in this non-exam term, with only the
Matrics writing their Formal Assessments in the
last two weeks of the term. The Matrics will
continue with formals after the holidays whilst
the Grade 9-11 students are on camp. The Term 2
section of their assessments will be in the form
of portfolio items that need to be written under
examination conditions. Our Grade 8 students
will enjoy an innovative enrichment programme
at that time.

On the sporting front, we were involved in a
number of winter sport festivals (Hockey, Rugby
and Netball) as well as our Derby Day against St
Dunstan's College which fell on our annual open
day. The KwaZulu-Natal Cricket tour was a
wonderful way to commence the 2025 season
for our first team boys, while the Winter Sports
Tour to Mbombela allowed all of our winter
sporting codes the opportunity to compete with
other schools as the season opened. My thanks
go to the coaches and staff members who made
these tours possible.

On the cultural front, the production of See How
They Run! had audiences guffawing with
laughter as the talented cast and crew carried
off this much-loved British comedy with aplomb.
My grateful thanks go to Mrs Kelsey Oosthuizen
(Director) and Mrs Claudia Martin (Set
Construction) for their tireless efforts in putting
this wonderful piece of theatre together.

Wishing all of our families a well-deserved rest
over the April holidays. Happy Easter to all of
our Christian families and Chag Kasher
V'Sameach to all of our Jewish families.

We look forward to a busy and productive
winter term, commencing on Tuesday 6 May
2025.

Andrew Baker
Executive Head & High School Principal

ACADEMIC UPDATE
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An ode to the art of Teaching: Navigating
change, challenge and triumph

A recent discussion led me to reflect deeply on
the teaching profession when the person | was
speaking to remarked with surprise that a highly
capable individual would choose teaching,
implying there were ‘more worthwhile’ career
paths for those with exceptional intelligence.
While likely unintended to offend, it revealed an
unconscious bias that often underestimates the
complexity and significance of education. This
moment served as a powerful reminder that
teaching is not just a profession but a calling -
one that demands intellectual ability, emotional
intelligence, adaptability, and an unwavering
commitment to shaping young minds.

Teaching is an intricate dance requiring
exceptional intellectual and emotional
intelligence. Teachers make thousands of
decisions daily, ensuring each student feels seen
and valued. This involves being a listening ear,
building bridges between parents and students,
and understanding each student’'s unique story.
At Dainfern College, this means connecting on
average with over 100 students on a personal
level—a feat that requires remarkable empathy
and intentional dedication. As teachers, we
strive to foster not just academic growth but
also personal development, helping students
discover their purpose and meaning in life. This
holistic approach enriches their educational
journey and prepares them for a life of purpose
and fulfilment.



High School News

The changing academic landscape

The educational space is evolving rapidly.
Students today bring diverse contexts from
home, shorter attention spans shaped by the
digital age, and expectations for learning that is
relevant, real-world-focused, and personalised.
The rise of Artificial Intelligence (Al in
education offers new opportunities for tailored
learning experiences but also challenges
teachers to integrate technology meaningfully
without losing the human touch. Neuroeducation
and microlearning trends emphasise the need
for innovative teaching strategies that cater to
individual learning styles while maintaining
engagement.

These shifts require educators to be perpetual
learners themselves. Teachers must constantly
refine their craft to address these dynamics
while ensuring their content remains current and
impactful. It is a delicate balance between
tradition and innovation - a challenge they meet
with creativity and dedication.

A tribute to collaboration and growth

This term has highlighted the collaborative
nature of education at Dainfern College. Parents
and teachers work together to provide holistic
guidance, adapting to the evolving needs of our
students. Our staff are not just educators; they
are mentors, innovators, counsellors, and lifelong
learners dedicated to fostering academic and
emotional growth. As we look ahead, we
recognise the dynamic nature of education and
the crucial role teachers play in shaping futures.

To our students: you inspire us daily with your
curiosity and resilience. To our parents: thank
you for trusting us with your children’s growth.
And to my colleagues: your brilliance shines
through in every lesson taught and every
challenge overcome.

As we step into the next phase of our academic
journey together, let us continue to adapt,
innovate, and collaborate - for education is not
just about knowledge; it is about transformation.

| wish you all a restful April holiday, filled with
love and connection.

Michelle Hoffmann
Deputy Principal: Academics

WELLBEING
Mental Health Talk

On 19 March, a mental health talk was organised
by Grade 12 student, Riley Egbers, as one of her
initiatives as a student on the Leadership
Programme. Ms Melissa Dobrovic, a registered
wellness counsellor, was an engaging speaker
who provided valuable insights into stress
management, coping strategies, and the
importance of seeking help when needed.

The topics included mental health challenges,
breaking stigmas, and promoting self-care.
There were interactive elements and a Q&A
session. Participants engaged directly with Ms
Dobrovic, making the talk more impactful.

The event’s success was evident in the positive
feedback and had the attendees feeling more
confident about addressing mental health
concerns. Overall, it was an informative and
meaningful talk that encouraged conversations
and proactive self-care. The audience left with
practical tools to use to self-regulate in times of
stress. Thank you to Riley for this worthwhile
initiative.

,, S * s,

L-R: Ms Bretherick, Ms Melissa Dobrovic, Riley Egbers and
Mrs Coetzee




Subject Spotlight: CAT & IT

COMPUTER
APPLICATIONS
TECHNOLOGY

Taught by:

Mr Desire Nyathi: BSc

in Computer Sciences f
& Mathematics & PGCE L
(NMU) -

Computer Applications Technology (CAT)
focuses on developing students' digital literacy
and practical computer skills. It covers essential
topics such as using word processors,
spreadsheets, databases and presentation
software, as well as internet safety, website
coding and effective online communication. The
subject helps students understand how
technology impacts daily life, businesses, and
society, preparing them for future studies or
careers in a digital world. By learning CAT,
students gain valuable skills for schoolwork and
real-world applications, aligning with South
Africa’s growing need for tech-savvy individuals
in various industries.

WHY STUDENTS NEED A DEVICE

EXCITING DATES TO DIARISE
15 May Al Hackathon

24-28 May Applications Technology (IITPSA)
21-25 July Programming Olympiad (IITPSA)

Arduino for a
traffic light

Desire Buffalo
Nyathi (Nyathi)

INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY

Taught by:

Ms Christine Zeelie:
Med (UJ) & Systems
Engineering
qualification.

PhD in progress

Information Technology (IT) in the South African
context is a subject that focuses on how
computers and technology are used to solve
problems, process information and improve
communication. IT at school level introduces
students to coding, computer systems, networks
and software development. It teaches logical
thinking, problem solving and how to create
programs using programming languages.
Learning IT helps students develop skills for
future careers in fields like software
development, cybersecurity, data science,
medicine, robotics and artificial intelligence,
which are in high demand in the country.

Head of Adaptive Technology

The High School operates differently from the
rest of the College as students are old enough
to explore and use online tools that they are not
allowed to have access to in Preparatory School.
This means the High School has unique
technology needs. Ms Christine Zeelie’s role as
Head of Adaptive Technology involves testing
the latest tools and technologies to see how
they can benefit students and staff while also
ensuring they comply with legal requirements,
such as Terms of Use, Terms & Conditions, and
Privacy Policies.

Additionally, Ms Zeelie works on developing new
systems to improve productivity or finding
existing ones that best support the High
School’s needs - all while making sure they align
with the school’s policies. This ensures that both
students and staff have access to the best and
safest technology for learning and working.

Spreadsheets/
Microsoft Excel

Atomic Habits by
James Clear

Christine | Elephant
Zeelie automated/Al
integrated
security system

Arduino for | Blue & orange | Solution

Creating
Innovators by
Tony Wagner

development
(coding)
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LEADERSHIP

University of Pretoria Leadership Camp

On 14 March 2025, as the student heads of
school at Dainfern College, we got to attend a
School Leadership Camp with many other heads
of schools from Gauteng, that was sponsored
and hosted by the University of Pretoria.

The weekend was filled with war cries, lots of
spirit, icebreakers and inspiring Leadership
sessions. A highlight was learning what kind of
person you are and how this can affect one’s
thought processes and actions. Socialising
around the campfire was another highlight
where we got to teach the other leaders
Dainfern College’s favourite war cry Ushe Ushe.

There was a very early start to Day 2 with a jog
around the campsite, followed by numerous
different Leadership sessions. Each session was
followed by group discussion which was eye-
opening. All the leaders then had to practise
their showcase item for the formal dinner that
evening - this was very entertaining!

On Day 3 a final Leadership session was held
after breakfast - it was lots of fun as we got to
interact with other leaders from other schools.
The camp ended with a final session that
included our parents joining us for the session.

This was a very insightful and enjoyable
experience. We both gained great insights from
the camp. Thank you to Dainfern College and
the University of Pretoria for giving us a
wonderful experience.

Mandisa Phakane & Thejam JaiJai
Students Heads of School 2024-2025

Extramural update

MUSIC

| would like to thank everybody who helped to
make this an incredible term for the Music
department. Although it has been a very busy
one, it has also been productive and successful.
Our Grade 9 Music students attended a JPO
rehearsal this term, after spending time studying
different types of instruments from all over the
world. Our Valentine's Soirée showcased our
wonderful musicians and was a huge success.

NEA Young Performers Competition

Many of our musicians were invited to perform
in the first round of the Young Performers
Awards Competition at the NEA and we
congratulate the following students who made it
through to the quarter-final rounds:

1 Kelsey Pillay - Piano
Alexander Innes - Guitar
Juliet Innes - Voice
Jesalyn Johnson - Piano

Gladys Chimedza - Piano

= =4 =4 -a -2

Mpang Ranamane - Voice
1 High School Guitar Ensemble.

| wish all our families a restful holiday and look
forward to our second term of continued
musical excellence.

Zelda Martin
Head of Music: High School



Extramural update

ATHLETICS

Nokungoba Moyo has
done exceptionally well
this year with her Field
Athletics. In March,
Nokungoba participated
in the Zimbabwe
National Championship,
competing in the U9
; Girls category, and
achieved a 1st place in the Discus and 2nd place
in Shot Put. Because of her outstanding results,
she has been selected to represent Zimbabwe in
May.

CRICKET

The Girls’ Cricket season was a stop-start affair
this term, with as many as 24 of the 51 League
fixtures being rained out. However, despite
these tough conditions, the Dainfern College
Girls’ Cricket team persisted, going on to win the
C-Section of the League - congratulations!

HOCKEY

Our Boys’ and Girls’ Hockey first teams
participated in the Steyn City Hockey Festival
from 19 to 22 March 2025. It was the second
time our teams have played at this festival, and
both did themselves proud with some very good
results.

The Boys’ team placed
4th overall, with a very
narrow loss in the play-
offs that went to an 8-
second penalty shoot-
out. Despite not
making the final,
Matthew Lea (left) took
home the Boys’ Player
of the Tournament.

The results were as follows:

1 Vs St Dunstan’s College: Won 1-0

Vs Edenvale High School: Won 2-0

Vs Hoérskool Waterkloof: Won1-0

Vs Krugersdorp High School: Won 1-0

Vs Reddam House Bedfordview: Lost 1-2

(Semi-final)

1 Vs St Dunstan’s College: Lost 1-2 (3rd/4th
Play-off)

The Girls’ team (above) made it all the way to
the final, with a number of players showing
exceptional heart and playing through niggles
and injuries before losing to the hosts.

Amber Fairon (left)
was awarded the Girls’
Player of the
Tournament, and the
Girls’ Top Goal Scorer
for the second vyear
running.

The results were as follows:

1 Vs Edenvale High: Won 7-0

T Vs Monument High School: Drew 0-0

1 Vs St Teresa's School: Won 7-1

T Vs Randburg High School: Won 7-0

1 Vs Roedean School: Won 2-1 (Semi-final)
1 Vs Steyn City School: Lost 1-4 (Final)

NETBALL

annual HeronBridge Invitational from 19 to 22
March 2025. The tournament has no ‘winner’; it
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is described instead as a tournament that is
pushing boundaries, teaching resilience and

forging friendships that last a lifetime. T
The results were as follows: q
1

1 Vs HeronBridge College Invitational: Won
25-12 T
Vs Trinityhouse Centurion: Won 32-5

Vs Beaulieu College: Won 25-17

Vs Benoni High School: Lost 23-24

Vs Pretoria High School for Girls: Won 30-
9

1 Vs Curro Kathu: Won 33-24

1 Vs Alma Mater: Won 25-17

1 Vs Reddam House Bedfordview: Lost 16-31

SWIMMING
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The Prestige Gala took place earlier this month
at St Stithians College. We have now received
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