
 

 

Dainfern College Preparatory School Music Colours Policy 

(Updated June 2021) 

1. Points system 

Music awards are based on a points system. Students are evaluated in two distinct areas: 

• Extracurricular music (Individual Achievement) and 

• Extramural music (Group Achievement). 

Points recognise students’ achievements, commitment and conduct during the year under review; awards 

are made based on students’ final points score for the year. No points are awarded for continuous 

involvement in an activity unless the activity is still being undertaken in the year under review. 

The point system is tabulated, in summary, at the end of this document. 

Full Colours can only be awarded to Grade 7 students. A Certificate of Outstanding Achievement will be 

awarded to Grade 4-6 students who achieve the equivalent number of points. 

2. Extracurricular achievement 

a. External practical exams 

For the purposes of this Policy external examinations include but are not necessarily limited to the 

following: 

• Trinity College of 

Music  

• Royal School of Music 

• UNISA  

• Rock School 

The student is assessed on all examinations passed in their first instrument/voice in the year under 

review, no matter the examination grade. Points are also awarded for music theory exams passed in 

the year under review. 

Classification of Pass 
Points allocated 

Initial Grades 1-8 

Pass 0,5 1 

Merit 1 2 

Distinction / Honours 1,5 3 

 

A maximum of 6 points can be allocated in this particular area. 

 



b. Second instrument and theory recognition 

If a student plays an additional instrument, an additional point may be awarded. If a student takes 

music theory an additional point may be awarded. 

A maximum of 1 point can be allocated in this particular area.  

c. National Eisteddfod, competition and festival certification 

The following points may be awarded according to the Certification attained by the student during the 

National Eisteddfod, a Competition or a Festival : 

Highest award 3 points 

Second highest award 2 points 

Third highest award 1 point 

 

If a student advances to the national quarter-finals or the regional semi-finals of a competition or 

Eisteddfod, or further, if the student is in Grade 7 he or she will automatically be awarded Music 

Colours at Dainfern College. If the student concerned is not in Grade 7, that particular student will 

qualify for a Certificate of Outstanding Achievement. 

A maximum of 6 points can be earned in this particular section. 

d. Individual performances at Dainfern College 

One point will be awarded for each performance at Dainfern College in the year under review. 

A maximum of 2 points can be allocated in this particular area. 

e. Attendance at lessons 

One point is automatically allocated to students who attend at least 85% of their individual lessons. 

A maximum of 1 point can be allocated in this particular area. 

3. Extramural achievement 

This section pertains to participation in Extramural Music activities at Dainfern College. 

In those years when a Senior Prep major production takes place, all Grade 7 students who perform in what 

is typically characterised as a major or lead role (as confirmed by the producer of the production) with a 

significant musical association (such as solo, instrumental) will be considered within the points allocation 

tables in this section of the Music Policy. 

a. Attendance at practices and performances 

This rating also includes any additional music workshops, soirées or additional performances. 

Rating Descriptor Criteria 

3 Excellent 90-100% 

2 Very Good 80-89% 

1 Good 75-79% 

 

SP major production assessment: This scale is also included and a maximum of 3 points may be 

allocated. 

A maximum of 3 points may be allocated. 



b. Conduct and attitude 

Rating Descriptor Criteria 

3 Excellent 90-100% 

2 Very Good 80-89% 

1 Good 75-79% 

 

SP major production assessment: This scale is also included. 

A maximum of 3 points may be allocated. 

c. Continuity 

Participation is recognised for each year completed from Grades 4 to 7. Students may be recognised 

for more than one activity in order to recognise their contribution and commitment to music ensembles 

at the College.  

Please note: 

• If a student comes from another school, this will be taken into consideration. 

• Students will only be recognised for continuity of involvement provided they are still 

participating in the extramural in the year under review. 

 

Criteria Points 

Involvement for four years 4 

Involvement for three years 3 

Involvement for two years 2 

Involvement for one year 1 

 

A maximum of 6 points may be allocated. 

d. Leadership points 

2 points will be awarded to students in any leadership roles (captain or vice-captain) in any music 

activity. 

1 point may be awarded to students who demonstrate leadership qualities. 

SP major production assessment: A lead/major role will be considered to be the equivalent of a ‘Head 

of…’ with 2 points allocated. 

A maximum of 3 points can be allocated in this particular area. 

e. Ensemble performances at Dainfern College 

One point will be awarded for each ensemble/group performance at Dainfern College in the year under 

review. 

A maximum of 2 points will be allocated in this particular area. 

 

 



4. Discretionary award 

The Colours Committee will consider a discretionary award of up to three points for outstanding 

achievement or noteworthy contribution by a student that is not necessarily covered by the categories in 

this policy. 

A maximum of 3 points can be allocated in this particular area. 

5. Provincial or national colours or equivalent 

In the event of the achievement of provincial or national colours, or an achievement in an external music 

event or competition deemed by the Colours Committee to be equivalent to provincial or national colours, 

the Colours Committee will consider the award of automatic full colours if the student is in Grade 7 and a 

Certificate of Outstanding Achievement if the student is not in Grade 7. 

6. Points tables 

The points scale is as follows: 

CATEGORY 1: Individual Achievement 

Descriptor 

External 

practical 

exams 

Second 

instrument 

/ theory 

Eisteddfod, 

festivals 

etc 

School 

performances 

Lesson 

attendance 

Maximum Total 

for Category 1 

Maximum 

allocation 
6 1 6 2 1 16 

 

CATEGORY 2: Group Achievement 

Descriptor Attendance 
Conduct and 

attitude 
Continuity Leadership 

School 

performances 

Maximum Total 

for Category 2 

Maximum 

allocation 
3 3 6 3 2 17 

 

The points that a student receives in each of the two categories are then combined to calculate 

a score out of a maximum of 33 points. The Discretionary Award (Clause 4 – Discretionary 

Award) takes the combined total of possible points to 36: 

POINTS TOTAL Maximum total 

for Category 1, 

Category 2 And 

Discretionary 

Award 

Descriptor 
Category 1: 

Individual 

Category 2: 

Group 

Discretionary 

Award 

Maximum 

allocation 
16 17 3 36 

 

  



7. Award categories 

The following awards are made, according to the number of points earned by the students: 

Award Grade of student Points Required 

Full Colours  Grade 7 26 and above 

Certificate of Outstanding Achievement Grades 4-6 26 and above 

Certificate of Excellence Grades 4-7 22-25 

Certificate of Merit Grades 4-7 19-21 

 


